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 MAPS AND MAP-MAKING
United States the Geological Survey makes topographic maps such as
A56 and A58, while the Coast and Geodetic Survey makes maps of coast-
lines and harbors, designed for sailors. On this last kind of map hundreds
of numbers indicate depths of water in fathoms.
During the present century many nations have been cooperating in
making an "International Map of the World" on a scale of 1,000,000. In
general each sheet of this map covers 4 degrees of latitude, but the width
varies because of the decrease in the length of a degree of longitude as
one goes away from the equator. All the maps are colored to represent
altitude. Only about 300 of the proposed 1,500 sheets have yet been
published. The American Geographical Society in New York has the
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A—State of the Topographic Mapping of the World.
(Modified after Reeves.) From Raisz, General Cartography, McGraw-Hill Book Co., New
York, 1939. Reprinted with permission.
distinction of having finished all the sheets of South America. Two of
the great needs of geography are the completion of the primary mapping
of the world, and the mapping of all sorts of resources and activities, a
work which has barely begun.
Local Mapping. One of the most interesting parts of geography is
the mapping of small areas. It is practical as well as interesting to make
a map of an area no larger than a houselot. The features that can be
shown include the location of shrubs, trees, flowerbeds, paths, and drive-
ways, differences in the soil or slope, and uses such as clothes yard, dog
kennel, or chicken house. Another kind of instructive local map is made
by traveling along a road or street and noting in their proper places the
type of occupance,-that is, the uses to which the land is put. One map

